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Plecisc substitute the following claim: 
Clai m 9 ftwice ameudedV. 

A method for carrying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 
depositing liquid sample volumes into a plurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 
mobile sample transport member; and 

moving the sample transport member along a pathway such that said sample receiving regions niovc 
through at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thermal transfer member acts, wherein 
said thermal transport member cycles between at least two temperatures while said sample receiving 
regions are moving through said at least one temperature regulated zone; and 

wherein the protocol is canied out in an atmosphere sufficiently humid to reduce or prevent 
evaporation of the liquid sample volumes, 

Please add the following new claims: 

51 (new). A method for carrying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 
depositing liquid sample volumes into aplurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 

mobile sample transport member; and 

moving the sample transport member along a pathway such that said sample receiving 
regions move through at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thenmal traiisfcr meniber 
acts, wherein said thermal transport member cycles between at least two temperatures while .<;:iid 
sample receiving regions arc moving through said at least one temperature regulated zone; 

wherein said sample transport member is moved along said pathway by reels which 
friclionally engage the sample transport member. 

52 (new). A method for caixying out a chemical or biochemical protocol comprising: 
depositing liquid sample volumes into aplurality of sample receiving regions on at least one 

mobile sample transport member; and 



J:\Gl:M\0(i9.US02.C:ir\Anrit:n(!-Kcsp\Amd.fina!.dO£:/DND/!,'I 



JUN-26-03 THU 11:51 AM SALIWANCHIK 



FAX NO. 3523725800 



P. 



3 Docket No. G-069US02CIP 

Serial No. 09/772,280 

moving the sample transport member along a pathway such that said sample receiving 
regions move tluoiigh at least one temperature regulated zone upon which a thermal transfer member 
acts, wherein said thermal transport member cycles between at least two temperatures while said 
sample receiving regions are moving tlirough said at least one temperature regulated zone; and 

wherein the sample receiving regions are covered by a non-miscible hquid in order to prevent 
evaporation of tlie liquid sample volumes. 
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